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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE. 

r;. v 

t. • * ’ 

«•••*. •• • • • * - - **«<■ -. 

A version of the following letters is presented tm 
t% public with full confidence that the perform* 
ance wilPtte favourably received by the votaries of re- 
ligion/ an&jjhe lovers of literature. The. truth is, the 
lifters ate dfc*§ moll interesting nature; The firft was 
addreffed By feveral French Bilhops refiding in this 
country, to Pope Pius VI. in confinement in the con- 
vent of the Carthufians near Florence* it contains 
the ftrongeit txpreflions of efteem, attachment, and fym- 
pathy, and is certainly a beautiful and a mailed? per- 
formance. It is written with fpirit, taftc and elegance* 
The anfwer of his Holinefs is a compofition of fingu- 
lar iherit • The choice of topics, the Variety and beauty 
of illuftration, the piety and the elevation of the fen- 
taments, the force and dignity of the ftyle, the paternal 
tendenlefs and affeftion which it breathes, render this 
cpiftle a performance worthy of the rank, ability and 
fan&ity of the illuftrious Author, and equal to any 
Latin compofition of the kind, which chriftian anti- 
quity prefents to our view. * 

In performing my duty as atranflator, I have endea- 
voured to comply with the directions of Cicero on 
this fubjeCt. I count not fervilely the words and 
fyllables of my author * I weigh his meaning, and 
force, and labour to transfufe his fenfe and fpirit into 
the language in which I write. Such are my ideas 
concerning the nature of tranflation; how far I have 
fucceeded in giving a juft and pleafing representa- 
tion of the following letters, the public will not he- 
fitate to decide. 

St. Edmund’s College» 

Old Hall Green, Dec . 14, 1799. 

A 2 LETTER 
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EPISTOLA 

SJJORUNDAM GALL1JE EPISCOPORUM 



AD 



SUMMUM PONTIFICEM PIUM SEXTUM. 

.. :i , Beatiffime Pater, * 

TT TT primum , hoq nefando fchifmate, quod apud nos 
invexit ili*’ recens everfionum lues tam altaribus 
. ipfis quam foliis regum. et imperiis infenfiffima* dil%qf§» 
ratam: fe fenfit Eqclefia Galhcaqa, non ftedt in au&bV 
guq, quin prptinus . ad euro* cui donatum eft confirmare 
fratres . fups, .fidenter confugeret. In paterno Veftrse 
Sanftitatis firiu curas et angores depofuimus, cum indu- 
bitata fpe, jbot. inter dolorum et difficultatum caufas, 
nobis inde non minus remedii quam folatii et levaminis 
adfuturuuv 

Ab ii? fundata fan&i Evangelii praeconibus, quos 
primi Beati ‘Petri fucceffores in ‘Galliam mifere, noftra 
illa’ Francorum Ecclefia per fuam conflantem cum fede 
Apoftolica communionem ufque nunc inconcufla per- 
manfit, et eo felici nexu, qui quidem eft genuinae Ca- 
tholicae unitatis teflera, fidei integritatem fervavit illiba- 
tam. Unde autem fuum robur, hinc etiam fibi recupe- 
randae falutis non degener expe&atio. Pro certo fcilicet 
habebat, fedatfi femel hac ingenti tempeftate gregibus 
aeque ac paftoribus calamitosa, ex eodem unitatis centro 
emcrfurum efie quemdam divinae fauftitatis radium, qui 
non modo fingula recrearet, fed etiam ampliori virtu- 
tum et honoris luce omnia quaeque colluftraret. 

. In fpem tanti beneficii verfabatur indefinenter 
ante oculos ncftros immenfa illa, nec interrupta 
unqurm,, anteceflorum veftrorum feries, qui myftici 
navigii clavum cum gloria tenuere. Alii quidem 

eloquentia 
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LETT ER 

OF 

SEVERAL FRENCH BISHOPS RESIDING IN 
ENGLAND, 

To POPE PIUS the VI. 



MOST HOLY FATHER, 

T HE Gallican Church had no fooner obferved her 
children divided and torn by an execrable fcliifm* 
the offspring of a deftru&ive phrenzy, which directs its 
efforts at pnee againft the altar of the Deity and the 
throne of the monarch, than {he haftened, with confi- 
dence* to fblicit his afiiftance, who has been entrufted 
with the talk of infpiring his dejefted brethren. Into the 
paternal bofom of your Holinefs did we pour our cares 
and folicitude, animated with the livelieft affurance, that, 
amidftthe forrows and perplexities, which we experienced* 
we fhould find a remedy in our difafters, and comfort 
in our diftrefs. 

Founded by tliofe preachers of the gofpel, whom the 
firft fucceffors of St. Peter fentjnto Gaul, our Church 
of France, by her confiant attachment to the Apoftolic 
See, had remained firm and unlhaken to the period in 
queftion ; and by this fortunate connexion, which is the 
genuine mark of catholicity, (he had preferved unfullied 
the integrity of faith. Under the prefent circumfiances, 
{he had entertained a w r ell grounded hope, that the origi- 
nal fource of her ftrength would prove the ultimate enufe 
of her fafety. She was well affured that, when this fu- 
rious tempeft, equally definitive to the paftors and the 
flock, fhpuld once fubfide, a ray of light would in feme 
propitious hour, dart from the centre of unity, and that 
not only individuals would feel its cheering influence, but 
that the diftinguifiied luftre of virtue and of honour w ould 
be diffufed over the whole body of the .faithful. 

Onr hopes of enjoying this fignal benefit were 
enlivened by the profpet of drat immenfe and 
uninterrupted feries of your predeceffors, who 
have guided with fo much glory the veffel of the 
Church. Some of them have been difiinguiftied 
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eloquentia et ingenio, alii eruditione» alii (an&itate et 
* diverfo virtutum genere pro varietate ‘temporum claru- 
erunt. At Romam jufto et leni imperio gubernafle, le- 
gibus temperalTe, beneficiis devinxifle, tum veteribus tum 
novis artium monumentis decor^ffe, quodefl magni prin- 
cipis \ at Ecclefiam doftrina fimul et pietate et pruden- 
tia et imperterrita animi magnitudine, inter difficillimas 
rerum anguftias fulcire, folari regere, quod eft opti- 
mi palloris : haec, Beatiffime 1 pater, haec veftra Laus 
cft, hoc pontificatus veftri decus et ornamentum. 7 v * 
Mae lias folabamur his mentes cogitationibus, dum (ce- 
leratum illud fulmen, quod nos de fedibus disjecit prae- 
cipites, capiti veftro pariter impendens, lfifU repetito 
tonat, ardet, irruit, et ipfi Ecclefiae extrema minitatur, fi 
fas effet ut portae inferi adversus eam praevalerent. 

Cum temporibus antiquis Italiam Barbari devaftarunt, 
et arcem Chriltiani orbis Romam fubegere, facris faltept 
Pontificibus pepercit effera eorum barbaries. Quin ad 
. afpedlum magni illius divi Leonis, qui fuit unus ex an- 
teceflbribus veflris et vellrum exemplar, ftetit Attila ipfe 
venerabundus, et praefente tanti praefulis annosa gravi- 
^ tate, tota cecidit vicloris ferocitas. Quid ergo nobis 
Jugendum magis quam quod de noftra Galiiaj quae nuper 
Regem fuum et Chriftianiffimum et Ecclefiae natu majo- 
rem appellare gloriabatur, eruperint homines, qui, per 
debacchamem' impiae philofophiae dementiam, fubito eva- 
ferint Gothis et Vandalis ipfis immanitate crudeliores ? 
Qui fieri potuit ut homines longo religionis aut faltem in- 
natae cujufdam humanitatis ufu informati, citius, quam 
incultae ct hifpidx natura nationes, eum exuerint reve- 
rentia? fenfum, quem vi blanda libi attrahere videbatur 
venerabilis Pallor, in quo fenilis Majcftas, augulla Frons» 
dignitatis fplendor, tot pacificae dotes, conflans et elata 
mens in adverfis, virtutum denique omnium facer comi- 
tatus caele/le quoddatn et divinum fpirabant ? 
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by their eloquence and talents ; others have been rcn- 
* dered eminent by their erudition, their fan&ity, and the 
P ^atfverfity of their virtues, which were peculiarly adapted 
to the times in which they lived. But, like a great prince, 
to have governed Rome with a juft and lenient hard, to 
have ruled it by wife laws, to have fecured its attachment 
by repeated afts of kindnefs, to have embelliihed it with 
ancient and modern monuments of the arts; like an excel- 
lent paftor, to fupport, comfort and govern the Church, at 
s a moft critical period, by the united influence of learning, 
of piety, of prudence, of an unfliaken greatnefs of foulj 
this holy Father, is your peculiar praife, this adds the 
brighteft glory to your pontificate. 

With thefe reflections were we-folacing our deje&ed 
minds, when the impious thunder, which hurled us from 
our Sees, appeared likely to fall on the head of our com- 
mon Father. It glows, it burfts forth with redoubled vi- 
olence, and in its courfe threatens deftruftion even to the 
Church, if the gates of hell were fuflFered to prevail 
againft her. s 

When Italy in ages paft was laid open to the ravages 
of barbarians, and Rome, the bulwark of the chriftian 
world, fell under their yoke, their wild and favage rage 
fpared the facred Pontiffs. Awed at the fight of the 
great St. Leo, one of your predeceffors and your model, 
Attila himfelf refpefiffully halted ; before the aged gra- 
vity of that illuftrious prelate, the ferocity of the haughty 
conqueror died away. What therefore can be a greater 
fubjeft of affii&ion to us, than that in our unhappy 
country, which boafted the honour of ftyling its fovereign. 
His Moft Chriftian Majefty and Eldeft Son of the Church, 
men {hould have arifen, who, hurried on in their mad ca- 
reer by the raging fury of animpious fpecies of philofophy, 
ihouid have proved more inhuman and cruel than Goths 
and Vandals. How is it poffible, that men long trained 
to the pra&ice of religion, of atleaft, formed to the habits 
of humanity, Ihouid have diverted themfelves with greater 
cafe than wild and favage nations, of that impreifion of 
refpe&, which a venerable paftor, by his engaging appear- 
ance, feenied forcibly to attra& ; a paftor, In whom the 
majeftyof age, the dignity of mien, the fplendor of ap- 
pearance, fo many pacific qualities, a mind calm and ex- 
alted in advefrfity, the facred affemblage of every virtue, 
indicated fomething heavenly and divine» 

Hence 
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Inde lucius nofter, inde maeror, inde cor noftrum 
anxie pavitans, et allidua ad Dominum deprecatio ut mit- 
tat Angelum fuum bonum, qui te falvum facere, folari» 
comitari velit, ducere ac reducere. 

Sub hac tanta malorum congerie, nobis tamen, Bea- 
tiffime Pater, /upereft aliquid, quod mirum in modum 
fublevat animos. In Catholici! do&rina ratum quippe 
fcft et divinitus ftatutum Fidem Petri numquam defe&u- 
ram efle, imo ufque ad finem feculorum permanfuram. 
Sublimis illa fummorum Pontificum fedes et columna ve- ‘ 
ritatis procellofis impiornm hominum affeftibus et fcele- 
rum aeftu poterit quidem interdum concuti, ja&ari, fed 
nunquam funditus avelli. Ubicumque terrarum fuerit 
Pontifex, qui canonica lege jus et fedem teneat illius, 
cui a Chrifto Domino diftum eft : . tu es Petrus , et fuper 
hanc petram adificabo ecclefiam meam: et rurfum : Rogavi 
pro te % ut non deficiat fides tua : Ibi et erit idem centrum ' 
* unitatis, quod affidue debeant caeterae Ecclefiae confulere, 
venerari, eique radicitus adhaerere. 

Alta fane et incomprehenfibilia funt judicia Dei, at 
veritas ejus manet in aeternum. Stabit ergo, Beatiffime 
Pater, tua indefe&ibilis Cathedra ; et tu ex altiflimo illo 
gradu, tot injter rerum humanarum viciffitudines, eris 
univerfo orbi fpectaculum ingens, forma gregis, Apofto- 
Iici vigoris norma, et cuilibet homini chriftiano fidei et 
conftantix memorabile fimul et efficax exemplum. 

Hac freti fpe, hoc mentis affectu, tuis eflufi genibus 
Apoftolicam Benedi&ionem enixe rogamus, 

' Sanctitatis veftrx 

DevotifEmi et obfequentiffimi filii» 
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Hence arife our grief and aflli&ion \ hence our con* 
ftant anxiety and amduous' prayer to the Almighty, that 
he would fend his angels to preferve, to comfort, to ac- 
company, to lead, to reftoreyou. 

Amidft this feries of difafters, holy Fatter, there is 
one thing which cbnGderably contributes to raife our 
drooping fpirits. It is a point of the catholic do&rine, 
derived from a divine fource, that the faith of Peter will 
never fail, and that it will remain to the* end of ages. 
That fublime See of the fovereign Pontiffs, that pillar o£ 
truth, may fometimes be affailed, and even (haken by 
the furious paffions of impious* men, but it will never 
be eompleatly overthrown. Wherever that Pontiff fliall , 
be, who {hall £11 the See, and exercife the rights of him, 
to Whom this was faid : Thou art Peter , and upon this rock 
I will build my Churchy and agaih : 1 have qfked for thee , 
that thy faith indy not fdil 9 there Will be found the centre 
of unity, which dtfter churches are perpetually to con- 
fult and ven'erate, and to* which they are clofely to ad- 
here. 

The Judgment? of Cod', ate truly profound and in- 
cOmprehenfible, but his truth remaineth for ever. Your 
indefe&ible chair, Holy Father, will therefore (land; 
and you, from your exalted fituation, will be, amidft the 
viciffitudes of huma'n tranfo&ions, a great fpe&acle to 
the admiring world, the model of your flodc, the pat- 
tern of apoftolic vigour, and a memorable and an effica- 
cious example to all Chriftians of faith and of conftancy; ' 

Animated With this hope, impreffed with thefe fenti- 
ments, we proftrate ourfefvesat your feet, and earneftly 
requeftyour apoftolic benediction'. 

Your Holiness's * 

Moft devoted and obedient‘ Semn$Sj U 
C 



i 
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RESPONSIO 

SUMMI PONTIFICIS PII S£X7L 



PIUS PAPA VL 
Venerabilibus Fratribus, fee. 

Venbiubilbs Fratres, Salutem et Apoftolicam Bene* 
diCfcionem. 



Conftantiam Veftram in Ecclefiae unitate tuenda, tan- 
tisque in laboribus 6b Catholicam Fidem perferendis, et 
univerfus terrarum orbis fufpexit, et nos, pro paftorali 
Apoftoiatus noflri munere, non uno fed pluribus pater- 
nae follicititdinis ftoftrae teftimomis femper confirman- 
dam curavimus. Nullae fiquidem litterae I robis perve- 
nerunt ad nos, quibus non ita femper refponderi jufleri- 
mus, ut intelligeretis fimul, et quo loco haberemus' 
admirabilem virtutem veftram, et quanto dolore affice- 
remur pb gravHfimas aerumnas, quibus ja£Ubamtni, # et 
qpam vehementer folari vos atque in virtute Domini 
noftri Jefu Chrifti comfortare atque erigere animos vef- 
tfos Auderemus. Quam figmficationem paternae cari- 
tatis, qui vos caeterofque invios Dei Confefiores, 
venerabiles fratres noftros femper complexi fumus, fi 
antea dedimus vobis, multo nunc magis ad confolandos 
et confirmandos animos veftros dandam cenfemus, cum 
videamus vos magnitudinem ac diuturnitatem aerumna- 
rum veftrarum oblitos, tanto in maerore metuque verfari 

C ter eas, quibus Deus, per fummam mifericordiam 
, ad falutem noftram operandam in nobis, dignos 
nos habuit. In quo tamen fi de Eccfefiae periculo m peri- 
cula noftro timetis, laudamus nos quidem follicitudinem 
veftram \ fed fimul tribulationis vim, qui prefli eftis, 
agnofeimus, quae facit ut, cum tot Dei promifiis Eccle- 
fiam nunqam defe&uram, femperque in tribulationi- 
bus florentiorem fore fciatis, vacui tamen metu de 
illius periculo in diferimine noftro efle non poflkisw Si 

veri 
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JNSWgR OF THE SOVEREIGN PONTIFF 

PIUS VI 



PIUS Vt POPE, 

To our venerable Brethren greeting and apodolic 
“Benediction. 

Youe conftancy in defending the unity of the Church, 
and in enduring inceflant labours for tne Catholic faith, 
has been a fubjeCt of admiration to the whole world. 
We, conformably to die paftoral fun&ions of our 
dation, have always been careful to offer you encourage* 
ment and fupport by repeated teftimonies of our patto- 
ral folicitude. None of your letters have yet reached us, 
to which we have not ordered fuch ananfwer to be given, 
as teiiified the efteem in which we held ypur fuperior 
virtue, the deep forrow which we felt in confequence of 
your bufferings, and our ardent defire of confoling you 
in the virtue of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and of invigorat- 
ing your courage. If ever we have exhibited indances 
of that paternal affedtion which we have always felt for.; 
ydu, ana the other confefibrs of God, , our venerable bre- 
thren, we confider it peculiarly our duty at the prefent 
moment, tq fugged motives of confolation, and to hold 
out inducements to chridian fortitude. For we now fee 
you, forgetting the greatncfs and duration of your own 
didrefles, and indulging die greated grief and apprehen- 
fion in confequence of thofe fufferings, which it has 
pleafed the Almighty in his infinite mercy to fend us* 
for the purpofe of fecuring our falvation. If, in our 
perfonal danger, you have any apprehenfions for the 
Church, we cannot but applaud your folicitude > we 
acknowledge at the fame time the violence ot the evil 
by which we are furrounded. Indeed notwithdanding 
the promifes of God, that the Church (hall never fail, 
and that (he (hall (hine with more ludre in the midft of 
tribulation, it may eafily be conceived, that, id our 
prefent didrefs, you cannot be totally without apprehend 
fion concerning her lot. But if our perfonal misfortunes 
C 2 afford 
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vero quae nos ipfi patimur follicitos habent vos, propter 
eam aegri tuditem, qui animum noftrum inhocexiho 
confe&o arbitramini, grati nos quidem fumus caritati in 
nos veftrae ; verumtameu vos cum' Apoftolo obfecramus, 
ne anguftiemini in nobis, nec deficiatis in tribulationibus 
noftris ; fieri enim non poteft ut, quamvis tot adverfa 
feramus, ulla animi aegritudine conficiamur, Ccientes 
nulla alia iri re tantam gloriam ineife, quantam his in la- 
boribus, quibus, Deofic permittente, jaftati fumus. 

Neque Vero cum gloriam dicimus, eam dicimus, quae 
eft illis promiffa & Deo, qui ab hominibus eje&i, fpoliati, 
exprobati, ipaledi£li propter nomen Chrifti perfecuti- 
briem patientur, qiii, ne capillo quidem capitis deper- 
dito, copiofam n>ercedem in caelis pplfidebunt *, neque 
illam, quam eos manere fcitis, quorum vita nunc reputa- 
tur infania et finis fine honore, qui tamen inter fan&os 
fortem habebunt, et inter filios Dei computabuntur; 
verum eam gloriam dicimus, qua, hoc ipfo tempore, 
cumulamur a Deo, dum tot his aerumnis ac contumeliis 
perferendis fpeflacnfum mundo, Angelis et hominibus 
fa£H fumtis pro Chrifto. Nam five ad corripiendos et 
caftigandos nos fupra caput noftrum ita gravata fit manus 
Domini, quid ^iac tribulatione gloriofius nobis ? Qui, 
etfi jufte pro ; peccatis noftris affigimur, per ea tameri 
quibus affligimur, et amari' a Deo, et licet peccatores 
fimus, tamen \ patre itiifericbrdlarum amantiffimo tan^ 
quam filios haberi' cognbfcimusi cum dicat Apoftolus ; 
quem diligit Deus cajVtgat ; flagellat ' autem omnem filium 
quem recipit . Sive per tentatlbneiri hanc, qua fic exerceri 
permittit nos Deus, experiri velit fidem et perfeverantiam 
hoftramY quanta haec item "gloria noftra eft i Cun* 
per tentationem hanc etiam vel in noftra liac indig- 
nitate' fperare poflimus non defpe£tos, fed acceptos 
nos efle Deo, cum illud legimus: ftcut iri igne 
probatur aurum> ftc homines accepti in fornace tentationis : 

* neque 
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afford you any difquietude, from an imprefllon that, la 
Our exile, we are overwhelmed with *ffli£Hon, we can? 
not but exprefs our acknowledgments for the tendernefs 
o£ your feelings , but we conjure you with the Apoftle, 
not to indulge forrow on our account, nor - to lofe cou- 
rage in your Coffering?. For whatever be the preffurc pf 
the ills, under which we labour, it is not pofBble that 
we (hould yield tp deje&ion, when we know that nothing 
in life is attended with fo much glory, as the Jufferings 
with which wc are aftuled, by the jOTfnijiioa of the 
Almighty. 

When we (peak of glory, we mean not that .which is 
promifed by God to thofe, who are banifhed, are de- 
fpoiled, are loaded with infamy and maledi&ion, and 
endure every fpecies of perfeeution for the name of 
Chrift; who, without lofing a hair of their head, will 
obtain an ample reward in hj»v$n * nor do we allude to 
that glory, which awaits thpfe perfons, whofe life iy 
how reputed maclnefs,,- and whofe epd is deemed di {ho- 
norable, but ,whp will receive their lot with the faints, 
and will be ranked ampng the children of God : but wc 
{peak of that glory, with which we are crowned, by the 
Lord at the prcfent time, when, by enduring fufferinga 
^nd outrages, we are become a fpeftacle to the world, to 
^ngels and men. For if the hand of the Lord hath 
{mitten our head tp correct or chaftife us, what can be . 
more glorious than fuch an afRi&ion ? We are indeed 
juftly puniihed for our (in$; ftiil this chaftifement, which 
we experience, furniflhes a proof, that we are beloved by 
God, and, however (inful, are admitted to the number 
of his children. God, fays the Apoftle, chafiifes him 
<whom he loves \ he fcourges every Jon whom he receives . If 
by this trial, which Gpd has permitted, our faith and 
perfeverance are put to the tefr, how much does fuch a 
circumftance redound tp our glory ! From this we may, 
however unworthy, entertain a well-grounded hope, that 
we are not rejected by God, but that we are ac- 
ceptable to his Divine Majefty \ for it is written : 
as gold is tried in the Jire , fo are acceptable men in 
f he furnace of humiliation : this is not permitted, in or? 
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neque id eo confiiio ut in tenta tione deficiamus, fed ut 
probatio nofira fidet multo pretiqfior auro, quod per ignem pro- 
batur, inveniatur . 

Hac cogitatione. Venerabiles Fratres, ita mirifici et 
coniblatur et corroborat infirmitatem hanc noftram Deus, 
Ut non eas iolum, quas ferimus, fed multo etiam ma- 
jores tribulationes perferre defideremus, dummodo et 
propter juftitiam et propter Chriftum eas perferre debe- 
amus, et tot hifce laboribus non ad animse noftrae interi- 
tum, led ad emendationem et probationem noftram, 
tanquam filii Deo non defpedi exerceamur. 

Quod fi non pecuKarc noftrum tantummodo fed com- 
mune etiam Ecclcfiae bonum confideremus, deeft ne nobis 
quod ad eas calamitates, non fotum in omni patientft, 
▼erum etiam in gaudio et gratiarum a&ione fuftinendas 
animos noftros erigamus? Non ii vos e (lis, Fratres Vene- 
rabiles, qui docendi & nobis fitis, qu&m alienis atque adeo 
qu^m abhorrentibus ab humani ratione confiliis ad de- 
monftrandam omnipotentiae fuse vim, qui infirma mundi 
eBgit ut confundat fortia, Ecclefiam Tuam confhtuerit, eam- 
que ad hanc, quam miramur, amplitudinem auxerit. 
Scitis fane ut a cruce atque i fuppliciis initia, i contu- 
melia gloriam, ab errorum tenebris lueem, ab oppug- 
natione incrementa, i j a duris, ae cladibus ftabilitatem 
eam voluerit habere, ut nunquam magis gloriola ea 
fuerit, quam cum miniis gloriofam eam efficere homines 
funt conati 5 nunquam magis fecura, quam cum vehe- 
mentioribus perfecutionum procellis periculofius fuit ab 
mimicis fuis agitata. Quam ob caufam Noemicae illi 
arcae a fandis Patribus comparabatur, quae eo fecuriui 
fuper naufragantis orbis undas adurgebat, quo furentiori- 
bus imbrium ac ventorum viribus obrui demergique vide- 
batur. Noftis etiam quemadmodum ea continenter per 
trecentos annos vexata, facultatum rapintfs, contumelias, 
carcerem, catenas, exilia, cruces, flammas, carnificinas 
perpefla, Pontificum ferme omnium, Epifcoporum ac 
Martyrum infinitorum (anguine cruentata, fide, patientia, 
manfuetudine fu& Tyrannorum crudelitatem delaffavertt, 
fuperftitionem deleverit, et a mariufqUe ad mare crucis glo- 
riam vidrixpropagavent,cofdemquereKgionisfinesacorbis 
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der that they may yield to affliction, but that their faith , 
thus tried , may be found more precious than thegoU which 
paffes through the fire. 

With this reflexion, venerable Brethren, the Almighty 
to wonderfully confoles and drengthens our weaknds, 
that we defire to endure not only our prefent tribulation, 
but far greater, if we may be permitted to fuller it for 
Chrift and for the caufe of juftice, and undergo this 
painful trial, not to incur the lofs of our foul, but for our 
amendment, like the children whom God does not re$e&. 

If, befidesthe peculiar advantages, whiqh we perfonally 
derive from adverfity, we confider the general intereft of 
the church, are we dcftitute of motives which lead us' 
to fupport thefe calamities with patience, but with joy 
and thankfgiving ? You have not now to learn from us, 
venerable Brethren, how oppofite to the fuggeftions of 
human reafon are the defigns of him, who choofes the 
weak things of the world that he may confound the Jlrong % and 
in what manner he difplayed the force of his Almighty 
arm, in edablilhing his Church, and railing it to that 
degree of fplcndor, which excites our admiration* It 
was his pleafurc, you know full well, that it fbould 
derive its beginning from the crofs and from torments, 
its glory from lhame, and its light from the darknefs of 
error, its increafe from oppofitkm, its liability from 
Ioffes, from difafters: you are convinced, that it was 
nevermore glorious, than when men united theit efforts 
to diminilh its glory ; never more fecure, than when its 
enemies raifed againft it the mod violent ftorms of per* 
fecution. tor this reafon the Church is compared by 
the holy fathers to the Ark of Noah, which rode more 
fecurely on the waves, that covered the flupwrecked 
world, as it appeared more in danger of finking under 
the violence of the wind, and the fury of the temped. 
You know that the Church, after differing the torments 
of perfecutors for three hundred years, after enduring 
the lofs of effects, outrages, prifons, chains, exile, 
croffes, fire, tortures, "after being tinged with the blood 
of mod of its Pontiffs, and an infinite number of biihops 
and other martyrs, exhaufted at laft the cruelty of its 
tyrants by faith, by patience, by perfeverance, dedroyed 
the empire of fuperdition, triumphantly extended 
from fea to fea the glory of the crofs, and gave to 
religion no other boundaries but thole of the world. 

It 



Digitized by 



iy Google 




( ) 

terrarum fecerit. Fides Ecclefiae, fcribit fanrtus Ant- 
hrofius, neque in gladio fuo feras expulit Nationes, neque 
certamine bellico turmas fugavit hoffiiles, fed manfuetu- 
dine et fide terras inimicorum poflfedit. Fides enim fola: 
pugnavit, ideo triumphos meruit, qqia perfecutionibus 
non vincitur Ecclefia, fed augetur. 

Quae primis temporibus ad Ecclefiarri aufpicandant 
coniequentibUs fobinde annis icitis accidifle. Nota 
omnibus funt facrifegar illa contra Ecclefiam bella haereti.-' 
eorum, notae exeerabiles imanitates, nota odia impetuf- 
que illi acerrimi, quibus ejus unitatem diflolvere, inte- 
gritatem violare, majeftatem minuere acerbifihni illi 
hoftes conati funt, & quibus proferto, fi ullis hominum 
aut inferorum dolis ac viribus Ecclefia poflet exfeindi, 
omnia exitia ei fuiffent metuenda. At vero quantanam 
parte fuorum Ornamentorum nunc careret Ecclefia, fi illa 
teterrima bella, illse acerrima? contentiones ad eam con- 
vellendam non extitiffent ? Cum etiafm ferro, flamma, 
vinculis, rapinis, pnoferiptiombus, fuppliciis, cum in 
Catholicos univerfos, tum praecipui contra Sacerdotium 
fsevitum eft, quid tum ? Quid proficere contra Ecclefiani 
ejufque doftrinam acerbiflimi hoftes potuere ? Quantum 
decus ex tot Confeflorum conflantia ! Quanta hix ex tot 
Do&orum fapientia acceflk Ecclefise ! tanta nimirum 
quanta’ nunquam acceffiflet, nifi contentiones illae ad 
eam obficurandam fuiffent excitatae. Pugnarunt contra 
Ecclefiam haeretici (verba noftis Sanrti Auguftini) et 
Ecclefiam quaeftionibus agitaverunt ; at aperta funt quae 
latebant, et intellerta eft voluntas Dei. Multi, qui 
poterant Scripturas dignofeere et pertrartare, late- 
bant in populo, nec afferebant folutiones quafcftionum 
difficilium, cum calumniator nullus inflaret. Num- 
quid de Trinitate perferte trartatum eft, antequam 
oblatrarent Ariani ? Numquid de paenitentia perfecte 
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— It is not by the fword, fays St. Ambrofe, that the 
Church has fubdued favage nations ; it is not in the fury 
of battle, that it has routed hoftile fquadrons ; by 
meeknefs and by faith it has pofTefTed the land of its 
enemies ; faith alone engaged in the combat, and obtained 
the palm of victory ; for perfecution, far from overcom- 
ing the Church, adds to its increafe and its fplendor, 

It has not efcaped your obfervation, that the fame 
means, which contributed to the foundation and propa- 
gation of the Church, have, in fubfequent periods, con- 
siderably tended to the diffufion of its glory, and the exten- 
sion of its fpiritual empire. No one is unacquainted with 
the facrilegious hoftilities, in which heretics havfc been 
engaged againft the Church; no one is ignorant of their 
favage and execrable efforts, of their perfeyering malice, 
and the unremitting violence by which they have 
attempted to diffohre its unity, to violate its integrity, 
and to degrade its majefty. Had it been poffible for 
the power of earth or hell to deftroy the Church, it might 
on thefe occafions have apprehended a total rum* How 
many of its beautiful ornaments would never hate exifted 
had thefe dreadful wars, thefe defperate attacks never 
have been made for its deftruction ? When the fword, 
fire, chains, rapine, proferiptions, tortures, were em- 
ployed againft the body of Catholics, and particularly 
againft the priefts, what was the refult ? How far 
did the attempts of implacable enemies againft the 
Church and its doctrines meet wkK fuccefs ? What gla- 
ry did fhe derive from the conftancy of fo many con- 
feffors 1 What an increafe of light did fhe receive from 
the wifdom of her doctors \ Light which never would 
have blazed, had not attempts been made to obfeure it; 
Heretics have fought againft the Church, faysSt. Auftin, 
and have difturbed it by the difeuffion of various quef- 
tions; but that which was latent, has been made manifeft, 
and the will of God has been more generally underftood. 
Many, who were able tounderftand and explain the oracles 
of God, remained concealed in the crowd ; no folution of 
difficult queftions was offered, as there was no falfe doc- 
trine to refute. Was the doctrine of the Trinity perfectly 
difeuffed, before the blafphemies of the Arians were made 
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tra/Utumeft, antequam obfifterentNovatiani? Sic non per- 
fere de Baptifmate tradlatum eft, antequam contradicet 
rent foris pofiti Rebaptifantes ; nec de ipla unitate Chrifti 
enucleate di&a eraqt quae difta. funt, nifi poftquam 
feparatio illa urgere esepit fratres infirmos, ut jam illi 
qui noverant hac tra&are ac difiolvere, ne perirent 
infirmi follicitati fermonibus et deputation ibus impio- 
rum, fermonibus et difputationibus obfcura legis in 
publicum deducerent. 

Quorfum, Venerabiles Fratres, hac ad vos feribimus ? 
Non eert£ ut doceamus vos, quorum cum conftantiam et 
fid§jn, tum praecipue fapientiam fingularem femper 
jnirati fumus ; fed ut rerum tam admirandarum recorda* 
tione 'cum vos, tum nosmetipfos confolemur, fimulque 
ut, omni moerore depofito, ex tot adverfis, quae patimur, 
ea nobis etiam bona polliceamur, quae in Ecclefiam fem- 
per funt ex adverfis profe&a ; eaque tanto nobis ampliora 
atque uberiora polliceamur, quanto gravior acerbiorque 
tribulatio h$ec eft, quam caeterae ullae fuerunt, a quibus 
novimus ja&atam olim Ecclefiam fuifle ac perturbatam. 

Quanquafti vero quid de futuris Ecclefiam bonis cogita- 
mus, cum jam praefentibus perfruamur? Anne Tero 
£<dei> parV* aut pauca iftaec bona funt, ut eam jam eogno- 
fcere nequeamus ? Profe&o fi nihil aliud ex hifce -laborL 
bus, quibus premimur, 'confecutam jam efle Ecclefiam 
videremus, nifi quod, in tanto rei Chriftianse motu, 
evangelica illa (quae tandiu ad ejus fecuritatem a bonis 
ocinibus defiderabatur) zizaniorum a tritico* palearum 
a frumento fafta fit fegregatio, nifi quod manifefli fa&i 
funt ii, qui, cum intrinfecus eflentlupi rapaces, induti 
j^Uibus ovium in Ecclefia latebant, et quas infidias ei 
aperte non poterant, eas occulte machinabantur, quoruqi 
malitia et fraus, nifi haec ipfamaia accidiffent, femper inteF 
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known ? Had tfie queftion oh penance been treated in a * 
complete manner* when the Novatians commenced their 
heretical attack? In the fame manner, the nature of 
baptifin was not perfeCUy explained before the innovation 
of heretics, who reiterated that facrament ; fo many , 
noble things would never have been faid on the fubjeCt 
of the unity of the Church, had not a reparation raifed 
difqutetude in the minds of weak brethren. On fuch 
occafions, thofe who poflefled abilities to treat thefe 
cmeftions, and folve the objections of adverfaries, threw 
tne greateft light on the obfeurity of the law both in their 
difeourfes and writings, in order to obftruCt the fatal and 
inceffant labours of impiety. 

For what purpofe, venerable Brethren, do we trans- 
mit t& you thefe reflections ? We cannot aflufedly defign 
to inftruCt you, whofe faith, conftancy and Angular 
wifdom have frequently been the fubjeCt of our admira- 
tion. No. Our view is to refer to thefe wonderful 
tranfaCtions for our mutual confolation, to banifh all 
anguifh to which our fufferings might naturally give 
birth, and look to thofe advantages, which the Church 
has never failed to derive from adverfity. We may reft 
affured, that the effects will be more ample and more 
abundant, as the prefent trial exceeds any, which has 
ever afflicted the Church of God. 

But why fhould we confine our attention to future 
bleflings, when prefent advantages are open to our view ? 
Are thefe fo few in number,; fo inconfiderable, as to ef- 
cape our obfervation. Indeed if no other advantage hsld 
accrued to the Church, from the diftrefs by which we 
are furrounded, but that of a long wilhed for reparation 
of the tares from the wheat, of the ftraw from the corn, 
to make ufe of an evangelical illuftration ; if we gained 
one point only, that of feeing thofe unma&ed, who under 
the mild and amiable appearance of Iheep, were in 
reality ravenous wolves, and were preparing thofe flrata- 
gems in fccrefy, which they were afraid openly to 
avow; whofe malice and whofe fraud, had not thefe 
calamities arifen, would have lurked from the face 
of day, to the dilhonour of the Church, and the 
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cos ad fanctitatem Ecclefise faedandam, morrfque bono- 
rum depravandos, occulte latuifient j parva ne Eqclefiae 
utilitas haec eflet putanda ? 

Quid vero illud quod ex funeftiflimis fructibus ejus, 
quibus ferme univerfus orbis interiit, cognitum eft tan- 
dem aliquando, quod (nequicquam vobis et nobis cla- 
mantibus) adhuc ab hominibus cognofci noluit, quid 
velit, qub,fpectet, quid propofitum habeat libi perverfa 
illa, quae tam invalefeit ac dominatur fapientia, cujus 
ex veneficiis omnes gentes erraverunt, quae in nomen 
invadens philofophiae, non fe religionis virtutifque magif- 
tram praebet, quod eflet proprium Chriftianae germanae- 
ejue fapientiae, fed omnis impietatis, licentiae, cupidita- 
tis, perfidiae, libidinis artifex, omnium calamitatum, 
dolorum, exitiorurri parens, ad humana ac divina quae- 
que fubvertenda fefe excogitatam e fle patefacit. Quam 
illa plagam ex hac ipfa noftra, atque adeo ex hac orbis 
terrarum univerfi calamitate accepifie putanda eft ; cum 
ex iis tantis lu&ibus, quibus per eam genus humanum 
funeftatum eft, atque in dies gravius funeftatur/exitiofa 
ejus confiiia innotuerint, et crudeles machinationes fint 
intellectae. 

En cur illae inter Ecclefiafticam et civilem poteftatem 
tot excitatae diflentiones, en cur in fufpicionem apud 
potentes vocata Ecclefiae auctoritas, opes In invidiam, 
libertas in captivitatem ; nimirum ut Ecclefiae praefidiis 
generi humano fubtractis, impietatis trophaea in deflagra- 
tae Religionis cineribus, fi fieri pofiet, ad perditionem 
orbis terrarum univerfi conftituerentur. 

Quid quod, dum qui ex noftris non erant, omni fimu- 
latione depofita non modo fe a nobis fegregaverunt, fed 
etiam caracterem beftiae in frontibus fuis praeferentes cum 
‘ Agno pugnaverunt, bellumque acerbiflimum contra 
. Ecclefiam geflerunt j caeteri, quorum nomina feripta funt 
in libro vitae, ita ad omnem fanctitatem exarferunt, ut 
ne tunc quidem, cum temporibus pacatiflimis uteretur 
Ecclefia, tam aperta in Chriftianis gregibus religio, 
tam firma fidps, tam inflammata caritas fuerit un- 
quam 
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irtoft manifeft danger of (preading corruption 5 if the 
dete&ion of thefe per/ons were the only confequence of 
the prefent difafters, would it be an advantage of incon- 
fiderable moment ? 

To thefe advantages we may add another of no lefs 
confequence. The bitter fruits, which have almoft 
poifoned the univerfe, have now fpread convic- 
tion of a truth, which before, notwitbftanding 

our united remonftrances, mankind feemed unwil- 

ling to believe. No doubt is now entertained of the 
defign, the object, the tendency of that dereltable wif- 
dom, which fo generally prevails, and has feduced 
.nations into error by its deftructive principles ; which, 
though it affumes the name of philofophy, trains not 
men to religion and virtue, an advantage which Chriili- 
anity alone can beftow ; but is the melancholy fource of 
impiety, of licentioufnefs, of covetoufnefs, of perfidy, of 
1-uft ; the wretched parent of all calamities, of all fbrrow$, 
of all difaflers, and manifeftly arofe for the complete 
deftruction of every divine and human blefling. Wfcat a 
deep wound has this unnatural monfter received, in con- 
fequence of our fufFerings and the general calamities of 
the univerfe. The difmal forrow, the funeral mourning, 
in which it has involved mankind, without intermiffion to 
the prefent hour, have brought to light its fatal pro- 
jects, and expofed to the face of day its infernal machina- 
tions. 

To what purpofe was difTenfion fown between the civil 
and ccclefiaftical power ? Why was the authority of the 
Church rendered fufpicious to the rulers of the world ? 
why was its wealth expofed to envy, its liberty exchanged 
to fervitude ? This was plainly the intent, to wreft from 
mankind the fupport of religion * and by railing, if poffi- 
ble/the trophies of impiety on the fmoaking ruins of its 
falling edifice, to involve the human race in one common 
ruin. In fpeaking of the advantages of this trial, we may 
remark, that thofe, who were not ours have, fet afide the 
mafk of hypocrify, have feparated themfe Ives from us, and 
bearing the character of thebealton their foreheads, have 
fought againft the Lamb, and waged a cruel war with the 
Church. Others, whofe names are written in the book of 
life, have been inflamed with fuch ardour for virtue and 
fanctity, that, at the mod peaceful periods, fuch ftrong 
attachment to religion in the people, fuch firm faith, fuch 
ardent charity were never obferved. It affords us the 
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quam perfpecta. Quod cum de gregibus Galliae univerfis, 
tum etiam de caeteris ac prsecipue de Romano noftro nori 
fine magna animi jucunditate audimus ; qui, ut S. Joan- 
nes Chryfcftomus in primis illis temporibus meminit acci- 
difle, etiam fi palloribus fuis fpoliati fuerint, tamen ob 
eam fidem, qua fe probaverunt Ecclefise, Deo in cuflo- 
diam ipforum vigilante, carere palloribus fuis nullo modo 
funt vili. Verfutus Diabolus atque ad ftruendas aptus 
irifidias exillimabat, fi pallores fulluliflet, ovilia fe facile 
direpturum;, fed qui comprehendit allutos in eorum 
aftutia, oflendens Ecclefias fuas non ab hominibus 
gubernari, verum eos, qui in ipfum credunt, femper a 
fe regi, id fieri permittebat ut, cum cerneret rectoribus 
fublatis non tamen Ecclefiam deleri, nec veritatis praedi- 
cationem extingui, fed potius augeri, ex rebus ipfis et 
ipfe et qui ei inferviebant omnes intelligerent Chriftianam 
difciplinam non ab hominibus pendere, fed in caelis radi- 
ces agere. Deumque efie qui Ecclefiam ubique tueretur. 

rfis igitur tam praedans bonis cum nos vel in ipfo per- 
fecutionis aellu, tanta cnm Dei gloria ita auctam videa- 
mus Ecclefiam, de ea quid fperandum erit cum, 
fedatis tempeflatibus, tempus tranquillitatis et mi- 
ferationis advenerit, cum perpurgata ventilabro Dei, 
tribulationis igne probata, tot admirandis vellris ac 
Venerabilium Fratrum nollrorum Cardinalium tri- 
umphis nobilitata, fide, conftantia, fanctitate tot Epif- 
coporunt, tot facrarum Virginum, tot Caenobitarpm, 
tot denique Chriftjanorum illuftrata, Dei gloriam etit 
operatura ? Praefertini cum exercitatione virtutis refri- 
gefcens in mundo caritas Chriftianorum ita fit per tribu- 
lationem inflammata, philofophiae pravitas ex perniciofis 
fuis fructibus ita fit refutata, Religionis fanctitas ex ad- 
mirandis fuis virtutibus ita fit illuftrata, probatorum fides 
haereticorum contentione ita manifefta fit facta • 
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moft cxquifitc pleafure, that the numerous body of 
faithful in France, and thofe of Rome have appeared in 
this trying feene, with the greateit advantage to their 
charafter. They have verified the remark of St. John 
Chryfoftom on the primitive ages, that, when the faithful 
were deprived of their pallors, the Almighty rewarded 
their faith and their attachment to the Church, by fo pe- 
culiar a providence, that they feemed never to feel their 
lofs. The devil, ever crafty and fkilful in laying fnares 
for man, imagined that by removing the pallors, he fhould 
plunder the fold with eafe ; but he, who takes the crafty 
in their own wiles, has (hewn that his Church is not go- 
verned by men, but that he watches over thofe who be- 
lieve in him. On this ground he has permitted the ab- 
sence of the pallors, in order that the devil and his agents 
might be fenfiblt, that fuch an event deftroys not the 
.Church, nor impedes the progrefs of truth ; and that 
they might be convinced, that the chriltian religion de- - 
pends noton the efforts of men, but that its origin is di- 
vine, and that God himfelf is the prote&or of his Church* 

If therefore in the heat of the perfecution we find the 
Church adorned with fo many noble advantages, what 
hopes may we not entertain, that, when the ftorm fhall 
fubfide, and the days of tranquillity and mercy arrive, 
this Spoufe of Chrift, elfcanfed with the fan of' God, 
tried by the fire of tribulation, resplendent with fo many 
brilliant triumphs both of you and of our venerable bre- 
thren the Cardinals, diftinguilhed by the fan&ity of f*o 
many bilhops, ecclefiaftics, holy virgins, cenobites, and 
Chriftians of all deferiptions* will greatly promote the 
honour of the Almighty. This hope is particularly well 
founded, when we confider that the charity of Chriftians, 
which becomes cold in the vPorld, has been confiderably 
inflamed in thefe trying feenes, that the pravity of the 
jnoder# philofophy has been amply expofed by its per- 
nicious effetis, the fap&ity of religion has derived fplen- 
dor from its admirable virtue's, and that- the faith' of'*tbe 
ele£lha$ been fhewn in its* combats with herefy. 
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Haec Igitur miferationis ac pacis tempora. Venerabiles 
Fratres, in omni fide, fpe et humilitate cordis noftri 
orantes fine intermiflione apprecemur Ecclefiae $ et quam- 
vis certiffimum fit tantos eam efficere in tribulatione pro- 
ventus, tantis que vi&oriis augeri, quantis augeri extra 
tribulationem nullo modo pofiet, tamen ne, dum ea for- 
tium fuorum triumphis laetatur, infirmorum cladibus 
atque exitio contriftari debeat, qui, cum extra tribula- 
tionem positi, de futuris periculis nihil cogitantes, fe con- 
tra diaboli aggrefliones munire noluerint, ac mundo quam 
Deo fervire maluerint ; in tentationis aeftu licentiae do- 
minantis impetu abrepti, evanefcentes in cogitationibus 
fuis defecerunt a Deo, animafque fuas projicientes Sata- 
nae fe tradiderunt, rogemus mifericordiarum Deum ut 
propter Chrifti filii fui fanguinem, qur pro omnibus cf- 
fufiis eft, abbrevientur dies tentationis noftrae* Nam 
quamvis invefligabilibus fapientiae ac juftitiae Dei consi- 
liis, quibus gloriam fuam operatur, nobis omnino sit ac- 
quicfccndum, tamen inter caetera omnia Ecclesiae vulnera, 
haec poti ffirhum illa funt, quae diu no&uque excruciant 
nos, et follicitum habent animum noftrum, ita ut acer-' 
biflima quaeque pati, animam qUe ipfam noftram ponere 
parati edemus, si per fanguinem noftrum tot praevarican- 
tium exitia avertere, tot infirjnorum offensionibus jaftu- 
risque providere pollemus. 

Plura quidem edent, quae ad confirmandos animos vef~ 
tros. Venerabiles , Fratres, vobis haberemus Icribenda; 
fed praeterquam quod modum Eniftolae excedere nolumus, 
ea eft enim jam fatis progreffa* tanta eft virtus veftra in 
hac tribulatione perferenda, ut non noftra a vobis, fed a 
nobis atque ab omnibus veftra fidei, conftantiae ac fancti ta- 
tis exempla sint petenda* |toque finem faciemus cum 
fan&o Joanne Chryfoftomo, qtti in simili causa cum edet, 
et pari tribulatione pro Ecclesia premeretur, iis verbis fi- 
dem et conflandam praeferentibus maerentem ac pavi- 
^aatem gregem fuum eft confolatus : Multi flu&us 

urgent 
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Let us pray, venerable Brethren, without intermiflion, 
with faith, with confidence, with humility of heart, and 
beg that thefe times of mercy and peace may be. given 
to; the ' Church. She uuqueftionably flourifhes moil in 
the midft of tribulation, apd gains fuch triumphs, as 
tranquillity would never enfure} yet while {he celebrates 
the virtues of her generous combatants, apprehenfions 
may be entertained, left fhe may have to deplore the krfV 
of Weak brethren. Placed at a diftance from tribulation, 
and regardiefs of future dangers, they have refufed to for- 
tify theriifelves againft the attacks of Satan, and preferred 
the ' fervice of the world, to that of the Lord. Engaged 
in the hurry and danger of trial, and carried away by‘ 
die violence jof thepaffions, they have loft themfelves in 
their thoughts, abandoned their God, and Tefigned 
their fouls td the dominion of the devil. Let us there- 
fore entreat the Father of lights, by the blood of his fon: 
Jeftis Chrift, which was fhed for us all, that he would 
Be pWafed to fhorten the days of our trial. The defigns’ 
qf wifflom and juftice, by which the Almighty promotes 
his dwn glory, are unqyieftionably infcrutable, and de- 
mand our acquiefcence, However, among all the wounds, 
which are inflifted pn the Church, none afford us fuch 
ceafelefs anxiety and folicitude, as that which we here 
deplore ; we mould ever be ready to endure the moft 
cruel torments, and hy down our life, if our blood could 
avert the ruin of ^.poftates, or prevent the fall of weak 
brethren. 

I might expatiate more on this fubje&, and fuggcft 
farther motives to excite conftancy and fortitude. But 
I wiith not to exceed the limits of a letter, and what I 
Have faid is fufficiently long. Befides, fuch is the degree 
of virtue, which you have (hewn on this memorable oc- 
cafion, that you have not to look to us for an example 
of heroifm, but we and all the faithful are to confider 
you as perfeft models of faith, fan&ity and firmnefs. 
I (hall therefore conlude with a paflage from St. John 
Chryfoftom, who, engaged in a fimilar caufe, and dif- 
fering perfecution for the Church, addrefled to his 
timid and dejefted flock, the following words fo 
exprcflive of conftancy and faith. <c Many are the 
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urgent, nos gravefque procellae, fed non timemus ne fub* 
pergamur, nam in petra cohfiftimiis. , Saeviat mare, 
petram diflblvere nequit: Irifurgant fluftus, Jefunavii 
gium demergere non poflunt. Quid, quaefe, timeamus ? 
Mortemne ? Mihi vivere Chrtftus.eft, ettnori lucrum . An 
exilium, dic mihi ? Lkmini eft lerra et plenitudo ejus. , An 
facultatum publicationes ? Nihil intulimus in hunc mun^ 
dunty certufnque ,eftnos\ nihil hinefferrepoffe; terribilia 
quaeque hujus mundi mihi defpefltui funt, et Bona fifu 
jaigna. Non paupertatem timpo, non divitias concupif. 
pPj . non mortem .metuo, non vivere opto nili ad profec-» 
tum veftrum* Ide^ praefentia commemoro, rogoque 
caritatem veftram ut fiduciam Jiabeajt. Rullus quippe 
nqs.feparare poterit : quod t)eus conjunxit homo' non feparet. 
Si nuptias non potes dirimere, , quanto minii s Ecciefiam, 
Dei. potes diflolypre ? $ed eam oppugnas, cu pi nihil 
poffit laedere eum quem impetis^ verum me reddes fplen- 
didiorem, tuamque vim mecum. pugnando dejicies* 
Durum namque tibi eft contra ftimulum aOutum calci* 
trare; non obtundes ftimulos, imo fanguinepedes infi. 
cies ; i quandoquidem flu£tus noti petram diflplvunt,^ fej 
ipfi in fpumam diffolvuntur, Nihil Ecclefia pbfenBus, o 
homo; bellum folvje, ne robur diffolvas tuum, Ne, ice- 
ras cado bellum* . Si . hqmini bellum liberas,, aut vinces» 
aiit fuperaberis ; fi Ecclefiam oppugnas vincere nequis, 
omnibus quippe fortior eft Deus. An amulamur Dorhi - t 
num ? An foetiores i Uo fumus ? Deus fixit et firmavit, 
quis concutere tentavefit ? Non nofti virtutem .ejus, 
refpicit terram et facit eam tremere: imperat, et quae con- 
cutiebantur firma .copfiliunt. Si concqffum of oOm fir- 
mavit, rrfulto magis Epclpfiam firmare potefit. Ecclefia 
eft ipfo caelo fortior. Coelum et terra tranftluni, • Quae? 
verba ! Tu es Petrus , .etfuper hanc petrem adifcabo Eccte- 
fiam meam, et porta inferi neti pravalebunt adverjus edm f 
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*i .Stanni, wbiclji tue rkadj to burft over our heads \ buf 
¥ we arc not afraid of finking, for* we (land tm a rock. 
« Let the fea rage, it cannot dafh the rock in pieces 5 
¥ let die wavesarife, they cannot fink die v£fFeL of Je* 
fus. ^ell me what can I fear ? Is it death l To in* to 
44 live is Chrift , «#</ to die is gam. Say, is it exile ? 

¥ earth is tie Lord's, and thefulnefs thereof. Is it the con- 
¥ fifeation of i$y cfit&s ? We brought nothing with us 
« into this woxid, and certainly we can carry nothing 
¥ .hence. The terrible obje&s of human life arc deferv-i 
¥ mg of contempt, its goods excite a fmile. I fear not 
¥ poverty, I covet not riches; I dread not death, Iwiflt 
¥ not to live, but for your improvement. I noW fpeak 
« to you of die a&ual fituation of affairs 5 and 1 conjure 
« you to affiime confidence. No one will be able ever 
« to difunite us ; what God has joined let not man feparate. 
¥ Ift thou art unable, O man, to diflolve marriage, how 
« doft thou attempt to undermine the Church ! Thy 
« attacks are dircded againft it, but he whom thou hall 
¥ the audacity to afiaii, ean receive no harm. Thou 
¥ wilt only add to my glory, and exhauft thy own 
« ifarength in the combat. It is hard for thee to kick 
«* againft the goad ; thou wilt not blunt its edge, but 
« imbrue thy feet with blood. The waves dalh not the 
¥ rock in pieces, they fall away into foam. Nothing, 
¥ O many is more powerful than the Church ; ceafe to 
¥ wage an impious wat, that thy ftrength may not be 
¥ totally debilitated. Declare not War againft heaven. If 
¥ thou art engaged m hoftilitites with a fellow-creature, 
¥ vi&ory or defeat is the natural confequence 5 but 
¥ fliould the Church be thy entemy, there is no poflibi- 
¥ lity of conquering : for God is ftronger than all. Do 
¥ we emulate the Lord ? Are we ftronger than him ? Who 
¥ will overturn what God has eftablifhed and raifed ? 
¥ Know you not his might ? He looks at the earthy and it 
¥ trembles ; he commands, and what was tottering 6n 
¥ its foundation, remains unlhaken. If he fupporrs the 
¥ agitated globe, how much more will he ftrengthen his 
¥ Church ? The Church is ftronger than heaven. Hea- 
¥ ven and earth Jhallpafs away, but my Words pall not pafs. 
44 What words ? Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
t( build my Church, and the gates of hell pall not prevait 
¥ againft her." E z 
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* Quod de "novis pietatis teftimoniis feripfiftis, Vcoera- 
bilesl^ratres, quibus Clementiflimus Angliae Rex omare 
vos jiergit, gratiflimum nobis eft: qui per eas litteras, 
quas ad fingulos veftros dari juflit, fignificavit vobis fe 
ea lege, qua petegrini omnes ex Anglia exire juffi funt, 
exemptos vos velle. Quod teftimonium honorificentifii- 
mum ab Humaniffimo Rege tributum fidei ac faii&itatt 
veftrae, fi vobis, qui accepiftis, tarn gloriofum eft ; 
r quanto illi magis a quo vobis eft datum? Quo etiam 
vehementias laetati fumus. Cui Regi quidem cum pro 
maximis beneficiis, quae in vos contulit, eam gratiam, 
quam habemus, referre nullo modo poflumus; Deum re- 
muneratorem rogamus, ut ipfe pro fua largitate referat. 
Quod fi impetramus, nihil erit amplius, quod ad fummam 
Principis Clementiffimi ejufque regni univerfi felicitatem 
a nobis vobifque optari poffit. 

Valete, Venerabiles Fratres, ot clariflimis exemplis 
virtutis veftrae una cum caeteris fratribus difperfis et itt 
tribulatione pofitis Ecclefiam Dei omare pergite : ad 
quos etiam fi has litteras noftras miferitis, gratiflimum 
nobis erit. Eo enim animo fcripfimus, ut per eas notr 
vos folum, fed illos etiam confortare et confolari defide- 
remus. Omnes enim in finu gerimus, omnibufquc pacem 
et gaudium a Domino noftro Jefu Chrifto apprecamur* et 
Apoftolicam JJenedi&ionem pignus paternae caritatis 
noftrae amantiifime impertimur. 

Dat. ex Caenob. Cart, prope Florent, io Novemb. 
MDCCXCVIII, I 

Pontificatusnoftri anno vigefimo quarto. 

(Sig.) > PIUS qui Supra. 

Josephus Marottus, S. S. D. 
‘ /• i-t Ab Epiftolis Latinis.’ 
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The information you gave us, relative to the frcfh 
marks of benevolence, with which the moft dement 
King of England ceafes not to honour you, afforded tit 
the moil heartfelt fatisfa&ion. We are peculiarly gra- 
tified with the letter, which he addrefied to each of you, 
allowing an exemption from the operation of die law 
that had been framed againil foreigners in his dominion*. 
If this honourable teftimony, which the mol): humane 
of fbvereigns defigned as a tribute to ycrur faith and con- 
ftancy, reflets luftre on you who have received it, how 
glorious is it to him by whom it has been conferred ! It 
indeed afforded us inexpreflible delight. Unable at we 
are to latisfy our feelings of gratitude, in making a due 
return to that excellent Monarch for the favours which 
he has bellowed upon you, we eameftly entreat the 
Almighty to reward him m the moll munificent manner. 
Should our prayers be heard, there is nothing farther, 
which we or you can wilh to complete the felicity of that 
moil clement Sovereign and his empire. 

Farewell, venerable Brethren, and continue, together 
with our brethren in tribulation, to adorn the Church 
with the brighteft examples of virtue. It will give us the 
greateff fatisfa&ion to hear, that this letter has been 
communicated to them. We wrote for the purpofe of 
fuggeiling motives of coiifolation both to them and you. 
We bear you all in our bofom, we entreat our Lord Jefus 
Chrift to graht you all peace and joy, and with all the 
affe&ion of our heart, we give you all our Apollolical 
Bcnediftion, as the pledge of our paternal love. 

Given at the Convent of the Carthufians near Flo- 
rence, on the ioth Nov. 1798, and the 24th year 
of our Pontificate. 

(Signed) PIUS. 

Joseph Marotti, 
Latin Secretary to his Holinefiu 
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